TCEQ and TSSWCB Move to Strengthen State's Work on Bacteria TMDLs
On September 27, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) met jointly to strengthen their efforts to clean up waters impaired by bacteria, and to renew their partnership to improve the environment through TMDLs and watershed plans. 

Partnership Agreement Strengthened
At the meeting, the TCEQ and the TSSWCB strengthened their partnership to preserve the quality of water resources by updating the cooperation agreement between the two agencies. The agreement provides a framework for collaboration between the two agencies and describes the programmatic mechanisms the agencies will employ to develop and implement TMDLs and watershed plans.

Task Force Named
The Board and Commission also established the Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs. Bacteria accounted for 47 percent of the impairments listed in the 2002 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. 

The Task Force, chaired by Dr. Allan Jones with the Texas Water Resources Institute, is charged with: 

· examining approaches that other states use to develop and implement bacteria TMDLs; 

· recommending cost-effective and time-efficient methods for developing TMDLs; 

· recommending effective approaches for developing implementation plans; 

· evaluating the variety of models and bacteria-source-tracking methods available for developing TMDLs and implementation plans, and recommending under what conditions certain methods are more appropriate; and 

· developing a roadmap for further scientific research needed to reduce uncertainty about how bacteria behave under different water conditions in Texas. 

Task Force members include Drs. George DiGiovanni with Texas Agricultural Experiment Station–El Paso, Larry Hauck with the Texas Institute for Applied Environmental Research, Joanna Mott with Texas A&M University–Corpus Christi, Hanadi Rifai with the University of Houston, Raghavan Srinivasan with Texas A&M University, and George Ward with the University of Texas at Austin.

The Task Force has 120 days to complete its assessment and report back to the Commission and Board. Stakeholders with expertise on the issues will have ample opportunity to provide information to the Task Force. Additionally, local, state, and federal agencies with authorities related to bacteria and water quality support its efforts.

The Board and the Commission will use the Task Force's recommendations to keep Texas at the forefront in implementing water quality prevention and abatement projects that lead to cleaner water and safer recreation. 

